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Asian Women’s Conference held in Lahore, India, in 1931. Born in 
Ireland, she claims India as the country of her adoption, and in 1923 
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OBJECT OF THE WOMAN'S PARTY 


The object of this organization shall be 

to secure for women complete equality — 

with men under the law and in all human 
relationships. 


THE LUCRETIA MOTT AMENDMENT 

“Men and women shall have Equal Rights . 

throughout the United States and every 
place subject to its jurisdiction.” 


“Congress shall have power te enforce 
this article by appropriate legislation.” | 


Senate Joint Resolution Number 52 
House Joint Resolution Number 55 


Introduced in the Senate June 4, 1929, 
by Sunator P, Nyx, North Dakota. 
Introduced In the House January 11, 1932, 

by Louis LupLow, 
Indiana. 


Elizabeth Selden Rogers, N: 


in the vanguard of progress. 


Will They See the Light ? 


to tell, as this issue of Ricuts goes to press, whether | 


the National Democratic platform will contain an Equal Rights plank. 
It is inconceivable almost to think that the Democrats might exclude the 


plank. Self-interest and expediency alone would dictate its inclusion, since, 


with. itg rejection by the Republicans, millions of votes of justice-loving men 
as well as of women which otherwise would have guaranteed’ a Republican 


triumph gt the polls will, if the ore adopt the plank, just as ee 
insure a Democratic victory. 


It is incomprehensible, in fact, that in this day and age, when sontinlat 


for justice and fair play for women has reached a tide that is engulfing the 
world, a major political party in the United States could refuse to its women 


_ voters the rights that have been enjoyed for centuries by American men. 


It is incomprehensible, when the men of Russia and Burma are willing to 
stand on an equal legal footing with their women, that American men should 
persist in relegating American women to an inferior status. 


Tt is incomprehensible that the status of American women should still be 
measured by the ancient and dusty yard-stick of the common law when Amer- 


ican men were guaranteed their rights from the beginning under the Four. 


teenth Amendment to the Constitution. 
It is incomprehensible, when the President of the United States declares 


- himself in favor of equal opportunities for boys and girls, that the party of 
which he is the head should refuse to women equality of opportunity with men. 


It is incomprehensible that there should have been any question of the 


fitness of the conferring of the distinguished flying cross upon Amelia Earhart 
when this honor has been bestowed on foreign men. 


Presumably many of the delegates to national conventions are fathers of 
PR at and sons. It is inconceivable that these fathers in their inmost 


hearts and convictions should wish their —een to be discriminated 
against in favor of their sons. _ 


Women are the mothers of the race, its teachers, the guardians of the 
home. It is inconceivable that for these supremely great services they should 


_be placed on a plane inferior to men. , 
The whole situation is utterly without reason, logic or justice. Will the 


Democrats seize their great 


Rie Is West 


‘HE editor regrets that space forbids the giving of a more entaniiies 
review than is printed in this issue of the report just received in this 
country of the ote: All Asian Women’s aires held in 1951 in 


Lahore: India. 


~ ‘The questions that were ‘denial at the Gaatineien and the actions taken 
upon them utterly refute the doctrine that East is East and West is West 
“and never the twain shall meet.” The report shows that the problems con- 
fronting the women of the Far East are identical with those with which their 
sisters of Europe and the Americas are preoccupied. 


As Americans we are rather inclined to complacently assume that we are 


It is therefore quite pleasantly disillusioning 
to discover that our sisters in Burma have outstripped us in the race to secure 
Equal Rights. It is refreshing also to learn that the women of the Orient 


_ have recognized the usefulness of women police, of women lawyers, of women 


in the civil service, and also of womer on juries. 


One cannot refrain from commenting on the high standing of the delegates — 


to the convention. Women doctors, social workers, poets, writers, women 


_ who stand at the head of the ruling families in their native countries, in fact, 


ihe cream and flower of the womanhood of Asia were represented at this 
notable gathering. There will be succeeding ones. The first apparently 


sufficed to give those in ener only a foretaste of the’ am work that 
lies ahead of them. 


One also could not help from being profoundly fanaa with the idealism, 
the nobility of tone, and the deep spirituality that pervaded the sessions. 
All the discussions were maintained on the high plane suggested by the 
Maharani of Kapurthala, who said: “Let us discard the customs and tradi- 


tions which have been strangling our domestic lives and be an inspiring and 
noble influence in our Staats in the — and in the world at large.” 
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July 2, 1932 


The Heaitie on the Equal Rights Plank 


HE. Resolutions Committee of the 
Democratic National Convention 

held its first meeting, preliminary 
to the convention, on Thursday, June 23. 
The National Woman’s Party, along with 
all other organizations desirous of pro- 
posing planks for the Democratic plat- 
form, was instructed to file a request that 
morning when the committee met at ten 
o’clock. A number of these requests were 
handed in, a sub-committee on program 


was appointed to report at two o’clock 


in the afternoon, and the Resolutions 
Committee adjourned until that hour, 
asking the interested organizations if they 


would present themselves at the appointed | 
time in the committee room, the ornate 


Gold Room of the Congress Hotel, to 
learn the day and hour at which hearings 
would be granted. 

A few moments before two, Bertha 
Moller Delin, of Chicago, Alice Gersten- 
berg, of Chicago, Caroline Giltinan Har- 
low, of Virginia, and Muna Lee, of Porto 
Rico, Director of National Activities of 
the Woman’s Party, were in their places. 
To their amazement, the program was 
read off rapidly, with the announcement, 


“First hearing will be that on the Equal 


Rights plank, presented by the National 
Woman’s Party, to take place immedi- 
ately !” 

There was time for only one thing. The 


Woman’s Party did it. Mrs. Delin, Mrs. 


Harlow, Miss Gerstenberg and Miss Lee 
consulted together a moment. 


Muna Lee then rose to present ‘the 
- plank and introduce the other speakers. 


Miss Lee’said: 
“Last week we asked the Republican 


National Convention to include in their 


platform a plank declaring for Equal 
Rights and’ equal opportunities for the 


women of the United States. What they 


included instead was a plank advocating 


Equal Rights and equal opportunities for 


negroes. The unofficial reason given for 
not doing as much for women as a sex 
as they did for negroes as a race was that 
hey did not wish to place women and 
negroes on the same plane. So they pre- 
ferred leaving women on the lower plane. 


“The Democratic National Convention, 
with its platform yet to write, has an. 
unparalleled opportunity of making a 


declaration on behalf of women which 


will accelerate the pace of progress. The © 


plank which we offer you is in two sec- 
tions, national and international. 

“We ask first that you support the 
proposed Equal Rights Amendment to the 
United States Constitution, so that you 
may help bring about full equality for 
women in this country at one stroke. 
Women have small guarantee of their 
rights at present. The Supreme Court of 
the United States has held that the equal- 


protection-of the-laws clause does ee 


apply to them. When an equal State 
law is passed by. one legislature, the 
equality holds only until a later legisla- 
ture desires to repeal it~ The legal status 
of women in the United. States at the 
present time reflects little credit on men 
or on women. We are all to blame if we 
do not raise it. So we submit to you the 
first section of our plank, the — 


which reads as follows: 


“he National Democratic Party 
stands for Equal Rights and equal 
opportunities for men and women 
and pledges its support to the pro- 
posed amendment to the national 
Constitution which reads, ‘Men and 
women, shall have Equal Rights 
throughout the United States and 
every place subject to its jurisdiction.’ 
“The method in which the present de- 


pression has been used as an instrument 
._ to deprive women of paid work and to 


wake them by the thousand, as never 


before, to the necessity of having their 


rights written into the Constitution, will 


be explained to you in detail by another — 


speaker, “Not only nationally, but inter- 


nationally, discriminations against wom- 


en are on the increase. At this moment, 
there is before the nations of the world a 
convention proposed by The Hague Con- 
ference on the Codification of Interna- 
tional Law which discriminates against 
women in matters of nationality. It 
makea a woman a citizen of her country 
on terms different from that according to 


which a man is a citizen of his country. 


The United States has rejected this con- 
vention. 


But if ratified by a sufficient 
number of countries—and great pressure 
is being brought to bear to secure such 
ratifications—this convention will never- 


theless become the first section of the 


proposed world code for the World Court. 
The United States is being urged to join 


- the World Court. Even if we do not join, 


we are being urged to contribute money 
toward its upkeep. The National Wom- 
an’s Party takes no stand on the World 
Court as such. We do take a stand against 
having that or any other court with which 
our country is affiliated exercise an un- 
equal code of law, one which discriminates 


against women. We offer, therefore, the 


following international section to our 

“The National Democratic Party rec- 
ommends to the Executive that the na- 
tions of the world be invited to enter into 
a treaty which shall read: 


“<The contracting States agree that 
upon the ratification of this treaty, 
men and women shall have Equal 
Rights throughout the territories sub- 

ject to their respective jurisdictions.’ 


“The party supports the aulanciple of 
equality in all international. agreements 


_ which bear upon the status of women. 


It approves the reftisal of the govern- 
ment of the United States to become a 
party to The Hague Nationality Conven- 
tion which is based on sex inequality. In 
the event that this country shall become 
a member of or contribute money to an 
international institution which condones 
the Old World attitude toward women, 
the party advocates effective guarantees 
against any direct or indirect discrimina- 
tions based on sex.” 

Miss Lee then Bertha 
Moller Delin, of Chicago, attorney, Femi- 
nist, and devoted worker for the cause 
of equality. Mrs. Delin stressed the need 
for industrial equality, and said, in part: 

“A national Equal Rights Amendment 


- would overrule all legal discriminations — 


against women and would make unneces- 
sary any further Equal Rights bills and 
amendments to State constitutions and 
would therefore make unnecessary any 
further referendums in — 
of Equal Rights. : 

“One of the most vivid chguscit int that 


women have carried away from the suf- 


frage campaign is of the great cost and 
the great labor involved in State referen- 
dums. One of the chief reasons for turn- 
ing to the national suffrage amendment 
was to avoid these referendum campaigns, 

“The labor laws imposing restrictions 
upon woman’s right to work, but not upon | 
man’s right, are foremost among the ‘pro- 
tection’ and ‘privileges’ which it is said 
the amendment. would endanger. 

“Under the Equal Rights Amendment, 
all labor enactments would have to be 
upon a non-sex basis. In other words, 
protective legislation applying exclusively 


to women would be prohibited. 


“The Woman’s Party believes that if 


labor legislation is desirable, or necessary, 


it should be enacted for all workers irre- 
spective of sex. Protective legislation that 
includes women, but exempts men, handi- 
caps women’s economic advancement. It 
limits the woman worker’s scope of ac-- 
tivity and increases that of the man by 
‘barring her from certain occupations, by 
excluding her from employment at night, 
and by ‘protecting’ ‘her to such an extent 
as to render her ineffective as a com- 
petitor. Moreover, to restrict the condi- 
tions of women’s work, and not those of 
men, fortifies the harmful assumption that 
to labor for pay is primarily the preroga- 
tive of the male, and that women are a 


class apart who are only allowed to en- 


gage in paid work at special hours, under 
special supervision, and subject to special. 
governmental regulations. 

“When there is an examination one by 
one of each of the ‘privileges’ women are 
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supposed to enjoy, it is found that in 


practically every case it is really the man, 


not the woman, who is protected. Take 


an instance from Wisconsin, Several 
years ago that State gave to women ‘the 
same rights and privileges under the law 
as men,’ except they were not to be denied 
‘the special protection and privileges’ 
which they then enjoyed ‘for the general 
welfare.’ Of course, it was supposed that 
by the passage of this law, women were 
eligible for employment by the legislature, 
and that an old statute limiting legisla- 
tive employees to men had been super- 
seded. But the positions were not opened 
to women, The ruling was that the ‘iegis- 


lative service necessitates work during — 


very long and often unseasonable hours,’ 
and that it is for the special protection 


of women to be excluded from such ser- 
_ vice. SO women still retain the ‘privilege’ 


of having all positions under the Wiscon- 


sin Legislature closed to them, and open 


only tomen. 

“And if another instance is needed, 
witness the women employes of the New 
York transportation companies who lost 
the actual protection of well-paid jobs 
when the legislature in 1919 imposed upon 
them the theoretical protection of a labor 
law for women only. It will be remem- 


bered that this law limited the working | 


day of women employed as ticket agents, 


guards and conductors, to nine hours, and 


prohibited night work between 10 P. M. 
and 6 A. M. At the request of the indus- 
trial commission, an examination of the 


books of the transportation companies in 


Greater New York was made to show how 


nearly the new law was in harmony with ~ 


women’s employment at the time the law 
was passed. What this examination really 
revealed was that 83 per cent. of the em- 
ployments of women were not in accord 
with the new statute. Nor could adjust- 


ments to the law be made. For example, 


the women could not take any of the 
night shifts, and hence could not con- 


form to the established seniority rule 


whereby those employees who had been 
the longest in the service had the prefer- 
ence in shifts and easy runs. The Brook- 
lyn Rapid Transit discharged more than 
three hundred women. The New York 
Railways Company dropped 203. These 
eliminations are typical of those of other 


ebmpanies. Yet the women and their em- — 
“jloyers were very anxious that they re- 


tain their positions. More than half of 
the women were supporting children or 
other dependents. The work was much 
easier than domestic’ service, and the 


hours fewer and more regular. The rate 
of pay was higher. The health of the 


women was improved. Notwithstanding 
this, the ‘protection’ of the law ousted 
the women from their jobs. Men, many of 


whom opposed the employment of women. 


in the transportation service, were in 
reality the law’s beneficiaries, For- 


tunately, the statute in question was later . 


modified. 

“Since women must compete with men, 
the field is fair only when men and women 
are on a footing of equality in all protec- 


tive measures. A large number of States 


already have labor legislation that applies 


to all workers engaged in a particular 


occupation. For example, Florida has a 


law providing seats for both men and 


women employed in mercantile or other 
business pursuits. In Georgia, a 10-hour 
day in cotton or woolen manufacturing 
establishments is prescribed for the work- 
ers, men and women alike, and the Oregon 
10-hour statute for persons in mills and 
factories has been upheld by the Supreme 


Court of the United States as a valid = 
health regulation. It is true that there 


are no minimum wage laws applicable to 


men, but it is to be expected that there 
_ will soon be none for women, as the courts 


are declaring them invalid because con- 
trary to the Constitution of the United 
States. 

‘The third.speaker for the National 
Woman’s .Party was Caroline Giltinan 
Harlow, of Alexandria, Virginia, editor 
of The Carillon, who said: 

“More than three-quarters of a century 
ago —in 1848—- American women began 
the Equal Rights movement in the United 
States. They asked for Equal Rights in 
the franchise, in education, in indusiry, 
in the professions, in control of property, 
in guardianship of children, in making 
contracts. 
rights, excepting the franchise, still re- 
main to be won. The National Woman’s 
Party is carrying forward the fight for 
complete freedom for American women 
who are — citizens of the United 


lation. 


existent. 


Now, in the year 1932, these | 


Equal Rights 


States. Though bagi in 1848, it is still 
to be won. 
“The laws of our country impose legal 


and other disabilities dwpon women, illu- 


strated by these few laws which bear wit- 
ness to the need of Equal Rights legis- 
In Georgia, the earnings of a 
woman, if married, belong to her husband. 


in New Mexico and Nevada, all property — 
acquired after marriage by the industry 


of the husband or wife is their common 
property. When the husband dies, he 


may leave his one-half share to whomever 
he pleases; but unless the wife outlives. 
her husband, she cannot leave one dollar 


of her half share to anyone at all—anot 
even to her own children, In Florida, 
when the death of a minor child is caused 
by the negligence of another, the father 
only is permitted to collect damages, in- 
cluding those for ‘the mental anguish and 
suffering of the mother,” In West Vir- 


ginia, the father inherits to the exclusion — 


of the mother when the child dies with- 
out a will and leaves no descendants. 

“Equal Rights are necessary to end 
legal and other disabilities that are now 


they are citizens of these United, States; 
they are capable, worthy and intelligent. 
“The principle of Equal Rights and 


equal opportunity for men and women is 
80 important that it should be a part of 
the framework of the National Govern- 


ment. It is basic, elemental, simple and 
fair. It is American. Therefore, the Na- 


tional Woman’s Party asks that the 
Equal Rights plank be made a part of the 


Democratic Party’s national platform. 
“Will you give us Equal Rights?” 
Called again to the floor by the Chair- 

man, Hon. Gilbert M. Hitchcock, former 

Senator from Nebraska, to close the 

Woman’s Party presentation of its plank, 


Miss Lee stressed the opportunity offered 


the Democratic Party to enlist the whole- 


_ hearted support of women. “It is a matter 


of simple justice,” she said, “and that 


argument should be sufficient. But it is 
also a matter of expediency for the Demo- 


cratic Party. You need the support of 


women; this is your opportunity to earn 


it. It is not merely a question of wom- 
an’s rights, but of human rights. To: such 
a question there can be only one anne 
answer.” 


Senate Acclaims: “A Very Gallant Lady” 


LL honor to Senator Reed of Penn- 

sylvania who demanded that the 

superlative achievement of Amelia 
Earhart Putnam be rewarded with the 
same superlative honor that was bestowed 
upon Colonel Lindbergh and other distin- 
guished masculine flyers, both American 
and foreign. 


The following excerpts from the Con- 
gressional Record of June 22, 1932, illu- 


strate how hard it is to obtain just recog- 
nition even if one has reached the top 
rung of the ladder if one happens to have 
been foolish enough to have been born a 
girl: 

In tHe Hovse or REPRESENTATIVES. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the 
Senate the amendments of the House of 
Representatives to the joint resolution 
(S. J. Res. 165) authorizing the President 


of the United States to present the distin- 
guished-flying cross to Amelia Earhart 
Putnam, which were, on page 1, line 4, 
‘to strike out “flying. cross”. and. insert 
“service medal,’ and to amend the title 
so as to read: “Joint resolution author- 
izing the President of the United States 
to present the distinguished-service medal 
to Amelia Earhart Putnam.” 


Mr. WALCOTT. Mr. President, the 


Our women are Americans; 
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july 2, 1932 


Senate unanimously approved this joint 
resolution tg award the distinguished fly- 
ing eross to Amelia Earhart Putnam. It 
went over to the House; and after quite 
an exhaustive report made by the Assist- 
ant Secretary of War, Mr. Davison, it was 
concluded that it would be wiser to make 
this the distinguished service medal rather 
than the distinguished flying cross, be- 
cause the War Department wanted to re- 


serve the distinguished flying cross en- | 
tirely for feats of aviation within the 


Army and within the Navy. Therefore 
the House amended the joint resolution 


by changing the two words “flying cross” 


to “service medal,” amended the 
title. 

move that the amend. 
ments be accepted and the ae resolu- 
tion approved. | 

The motion was sein to. 


In THE SHNATE 


Mr. REED. Mr. President, the Senate 


today unwittingly did a very great dis- 
service to a very gallant lady. We agreed 
to the House amendments to the joint 
resolution (8. J. Res. 165) authorizing the 
President of the United States to present 
the flying cross to Amelia 


Justice for 


with regret that Margaret E. Cou- 

sins, of Ireland and India, the 
Intendiabions] Representative of the Wom- 
_ en’s Indian Association, former suffragist 
and at the present time an international 
Feminist, will sail July 1 for Europe, 
where she will spend some time in Capri, 


‘ MERICAN Feminists will learn 


Ancora and Geneva before heading, some 


time in October, for her home in Madras, 


‘India. An intense admirer of Ghandi, 


she states that she “must try and get 


into India and support my dear Indian 


friends in their time of dire trial.” 

In her several months stay in this coun- 
try, during which she has visited many 
of the principal cities of the United 
States, telling large audiences of the 
great forward march of progress made 
in recent years by the women of Asia 


and urging a world solidarity of women, — 


Mrs. Cousins has endeared herself to 
thousands who have fallen under the spell 
of her eloquence and humanitarianism. 
On the eve of parting, she has formu- 


lated a short farewell message for her 


many American friends: 

“T think it is vital for the best interests 
of world womanhood that the National 
Woman’s Party succeed in making equal- 
ity for women in nationality a test pre- 
liminary to America’s entry to the World 
Court. If Hoover and Stimson would 
throw their weight on securing that prin- 


ciple as a first condition, I believe it could 


all be arranged and conceded in a very 


short time. I give my warmest support 


Earhart Putnam. The House amended 
the joint resolution to give her the dis- 
tinguished service medal. The amend- 
ment of the House was, on page 1, line 4, 
to strike out “flying cross” and insert 


“service medal,” and to amend the title 


so as to read: “Joint resoiution author- 
izing the President of the. United States 
to present the distinguished service medal 
to Amelia Earhart Putnam. 


The House made the amendments on 
the theory that giving her the distin- 
guished service medal was recommended 
by the War Department. It was purely 
an error on the part of the House in mis- 


interpreting the letter from the War De-- 


partment, and it was purely an error on 
the part of the Senator from Connecticut 
{Mr. Walcott] and of the Senate in ac- 
quiesecing in the House amendments. 
The facts are that Colonel Lindbergh 
was given the distinguished flying cross 
for his exploit, that the Germans who first 
flew westward across the Atlantic were 
given thé distinguished flying cross, that 


the Frenchmen and Italians who made 


those gallant flights across the South At- 


lantic were given the distinguished flying 


cross, and nobody meant to discriminate 


far-sighted leader, Alice Paul.” 


Readers of Equant Rieuts may perhaps 


recall that Mrs, Cousins is a friend of 
Alice Paul. The friendship is one of long 
standing, Mrs. Cousins having worked 
twelve years in the cause of woman suf- 
frage as a foundation member of the 


Trish Women’s Franchise League, which — 
brought her into such conflict with agi- 


tating Home Rulers, as well as the Eng- 
lish Government, that she and Mrs. 
Sheehy Skeffington were called “the two 
most dangerous women in Ireland.” She 
was imprisoned twice and went through 
a hunger strike of eight days. 

The last sixteen years have been spent 
in India. Mrs. Cousins has a great love 
for India and the Indian people who, she 
believes, will be the spiritual leaders of 


the world. She considers Gandhi not only 


the leader of India, but a world leader. 
However, like Alice Paul’s, the femin- 
ism of Margaret Consins has no narrow 
national frontiers. This is shown by the 
way in which these two leaders of women 
co-operated in what must be regarded as 
a master-stroke of diplomacy when, in 
January, 1931, Mrs. Cousins, at Miss 
Paul’s request, succeeded in having the 
All-Asian Women’s Conference, then in 


 gession at Lahore, India, send a cable to 


the Persian and Japanese members of the 
Council of the League of Nations, just then 
about to sit in Geneva. The cable urged 
these members to support the proposal 
that the League of Nations Council forma 
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against Mrs. Putnam in that way. She 
clearly is entitled by her gallantry to the 
Same treatment that was acomaee the 
others, 


In the request I am about to make I 
have the acquiescence of the Senator from 
Connecticut [Mr. Walcott], who intro- 
duced the joint resolution. I ask unani- 
mous consent that the vote by which the 
House amendments were agresd to pong 
be reconsidered. | 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is ithe 
objection? 
_ Mr. ROBINSON of Arkansas. Mr. 
President, may I inquire if the joint reso- 
lution is in the possession of the Senate? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is. Is 
there objection to the request of the Sena- 
tor from Pennsylvania? The Chair hears 
none, and it is so ordered. 

Mr. REED. I now move that the Senate 


_ disagree to the amendments of the House, 


ask a conference with the House, and that 


the Chair appoint conferees on the part 


of the Senate. 

The motion was agreed to; and the 
Presiding Officer appointed Mr. Reed, Mr. 
Walcott, and Mr. Fletcher conferees on 


the part of the Senate. 


Women Urged in Far East — 


to the Equal Rights workers and their 


Womens's International Committee on Na- 
tionality of Women to act as a League 


Commission to study the question of na- 
_ tionality as its affects women. Miss Paul 


and other National Woman’s Party 


leaders were then at The Hague, striving 


to secure equal nationality rights for 


women. 


Inasmuch as Alive’ Paul is again in 
Geneva, this time to urge that, if and 
when the United States joins the World 
Court, the code of laws to be adopted 
shall contain no discriminations based on 
sex, the text of the resolutions passed by 
the All-Asian Women’s Conference in 1981 
takes on fresh interest. They are pub- 
lished in the report of this first All-Asian 
Conference (the report states that there 


are to be more of them), a truly amazing © 


document which has just been published 
and about which more will be said later. 
The resolutions read: 


“1, The All-Asian Conference records 


its opposition to The Hague Convention 
on Nationality because of distinctions 
based on sex at that convention and it 
urges the women of Asia to do everything 
possible to prevent ratification of this 
convention or adherence to this conven- 
tion by any country in Asia. : 

“2. The conference records its support 
of the draft convention on the nationality 
of women proposed at The Hague Con- 
vention on the Codification of Interna- 


tional Law by Dr. Cruchage, noeger 


from Chile, namely: 
““The contracting States agree that 
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from the going into effect of this treaty 


there shall be no distinction based on 
sex in their law and practice relating to 
nationality.’ 

“3. The conference urges the women 
of Asia to do everything possible in their 
respective countries to establish complete 
equality between men aud women in the 
law and practice relating to nationality.” 

How marvelously effective was this ex- 
cursion of the women of Asia into world 
politics was told by Mrs. Cousins herself 
at a public meeting held by the All-Asian 
Women’s Conference in the Town Hall at 
Lahore, January 22, 1931, and published 
in the Conference report. She said: 


“The question of equal nationality 


rights was before the Council of the 
League of Nations. Would the Council 


- gequiesce in the international code of law 


opening with discrimination against 
women in the matter of laws of national- 
ity, or would it reopen the question for 
rediscussion at the next assembly of the 
League of Nations? Women ciaim the 
right to choose their nationality irre- 
spective of the nationality of their hus- 
bands. If they wish to take on his na- 
tionality at marriage, well and good, but 
they object to the present and proposed 
laws which force a woman to take on her 
husband’s nationality at marriage, or dur- 
ing marriage if he desires to take on an- 
other nationality. Our sisters in Geneva, 


working at this question, cabled to this — 


conference to give its view to the Council. 
It has cabled back its support of equal 
for women and its re- 


quest, added to those of women of other 
parts of the world, that the proposed dis- 
criminatory law be rediscussed, has been 
granted. In this psychological moment 
was the Women’s Asian Conference born, 
and for the solidarity of womanhood and 
the peaceful unity of nations will it strive 
through a uniomef hearts.” | 

We wish that time and space seimlated 


our giving a detailed review of the report 


of this historic conference attended by 
outstanding women from every country 


in Asia, and of the striking ‘similarity, 


as shown in the papers and discussions, 
in the problems that confront the women 
of the East and West. For instance, a 
preliminary bulletin sent out by the or- 
ganizers of the conference called atten- 
tion to an Arabian conference to be held 
in Damascus under auspices of the 
“Oriental Arabic Feminist Academy.” 


Feminism, it seems, is not an exclusively 


European or American manifestation, It 
is also interesting to read that Lady Ban- 


daranaike of Ceylon, a leader in,the con- 
ference, was praised for the 


work she had done to secure the ‘equal 
franchise’ for the women of Ceylon.” 

A little incident that shows the high. 
mindedness and single-minedness of the 


delegates was this; The Honorable Sardar 
Sir Jogendra Singh, Minister of Agricul- 


ture of India, asked whether the women 


~ wanted the franchise “as man’s equals or 
as his masters,” and the reply coming > 


from Mrs. Rustom Faridoonji, one of his 


own compatriots, and secretary of the 


India Women’s Education As- 


Equal Rights — 


sociation, was: “As equals, of course.” 

The women of Burma are more fortu- 
nate than many of their sisters in the 
East and West. They may keep their own 
names after marriage, 
Burma reported that they have Equal 
Rights, and Daw Hta of Burma advocated 
“women police” as a means to protect 
young women from falling into lives of 
shame. Dr. (Mrs.) Muthulakshmi Reddi 
of India urged the training and employ- 


ment of women probation officers and 


women police to investigate brothels and 
to strictly carry out the provisions of the 
existing laws. She also advocated chil- 


dren’s courts, the appointment of women — 


honorary magistrates, and jury service 
for women. Miss Shepherd of Calcutta 


said that “one of the things which would — 


help the women of all nations is to de- 
mand an equal moral standard.” Lady 
Bandaranaike of Ceylon said that Ceylon 
has women teachers and women doctors, 
but no women lawyers; but that, after 


some agitation, the Council of Legal Edu- 


cation in Ceylon had recently declared 


that it had no objection to women lawyers 


in Ceylon. Women are excluded from the 
ivil service, but the time had come, she 
said, to secure a removal of these restric- 
tions, 
The conference oa resolutions fa- 
voring equality of status for men and 


women, the establishment of a high moral 


standard for both sexes, the protection of 
minors, and forentering into correspond- 
ence with the Women’s International 
Committee on the N —s of Women. 


Garfield Opposed to Equal Rights Plank 


no equality plank in the Republican 
platform. It is sad, but true, _ 

And this is the way Mr. Garfield of 
Ohio, chairman of the resolutions com- 
mittee, explains himself. 

He said: “I personally opposed a plank 
singling out women, as we do negroes, 
for Equal Rights. Women are showing 
their ability right along. They are doing 


7 HE National Woman’s Party has 


well in public work, and they are arriving 


in high positions, and it is better for them 
to reach them through their own endeavor, 
and not through any pledge of the party.” 

I called his attention to the fact that 
he seemed to be talking only of party 
work, and that there were still many dis- 
criminations against women under the 
law, and that what we wanted was equal- 
ity under the law and in every other re- 
spect. 

He said: “Yes, under the law.” He was 
evidently vague on that subject. 

I told him that Reed Smoot, platform- 


maker, believed in equality in every re-. 


spect. 
He listened with interest. He gave me 


By Anne C. Rotter 


ample time, although many were waiting 


for him. 


He has been courteous, respectful and 
painstaking to all. 

iNobody seemed to know where he was 
located, but upon his appearance this 
atemiing. when he was immediately sur- 
rounded by groups of men, I gave him a 
letter, which he read and, when I ap- 
proached him and asked if he had a little 


- time for a woman, he detached himself 


and the above interview ensued. 

On parting I said, “Oh, if we could only 
have reached you a month earlier.” And 
that is the way I feel, 


I believe, if he had had a copy of the ) 
“Denial of Justice to Women” before the 


rush, and a chance to study it, that things 
might have been different. It is clear 
that he doesn’t know the discriminations 
against women! 
* * 

Waylaid Mr. Wilson, who is secretary 
of the resolutions committee, and who 
comes from New Mexico, é 


He said they had received the letter of 


the National Woman’s Party some time 
ago, and had worked on it in Ohio, and 


had tried out several ideas, but that the 
women they met and knew didn’t want 


to be singled out and receive a pledge of 
equality in the Republican aonieges 


* 


There were just fifty-three members of : 
the resolutions commiitee, one from each 


State and Territory. | 

As they were mostly appointed in their 
own State caucuses on Monday night, and 
the convention started on Tuesday at 11 
A. M., there was little time to find them. 


I found the member from Wisconsin, 
Ben Marcus, and reminded him of the 
duty that was his through coming from 
an Equal Rights State, and he Jfeoccm 
to fulfill that duty. 


During the deliberations of the commit. 
tee afier the various appeals, I sent a note 
to Mr. Marcus to find how things were 
going, and he came out promptly and 
gave his attention to me first, rather than 
to a man, who also was waiting for him. 


Ma Mya Shwe of 
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It does seem agreeable to be in the pre- 


ferred class once in awhile in the politi- 


cal arena. | 
- Well, the news from Mr. Marcus was 
not so good. The sub-committee had de- 
cided to pass over our plank entirely. He 
wasn’t quite sure why. 

I couldn’t believe it. 

But as this was early in the afternoon 
and as they were to be in session until 


six, there was still a chance that they 
might reconsider our equality plank. 

No such good ‘luck. 

Our hopes were finally 


the secretary of the convention said ‘there 


Later: Had talks ‘with two women 
members of the Republi¢hn National Com- 
mittee. They were not together, but one 


said: “You have to almost hit the men 
in the head to make them do anything 
for women.” 

The other woman varied it by a 
to hit them in the arm. 

Thus these women of experience in the 
Republican Party each and separately ad- 
vised physical force. 


Of course, I couldn’t mention their 
names. 


Side-Lights on the Democratié National Convention 


mittee of National Woman’s Party 

members actively engaged in con- 
vention lobbying and other helpful under- 
takings had an appointment with the 
Hon. Michael Igoe, distinguished Chicago 
attorney, Illinois delegate to the Demo- 
cratic National Convention ,and a mem- 
ber of the Democratic Resolutions Com- 
mittee. Mrs. Max Rotter of Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin; Bertha Moller Delin of Chi- 
eago, Caroline Giltinan Harlow of Vir- 
ginia, and Alice Gerstenberg, also of Chi- 
cago, met by appointment in Mr. Igoe’s 
office. For nearly an hour they presented 
to this attentive gentleman the Woman’s 
Party case and the urgent need of the 


O N Monday essen Jui une 20, a com- 


platform plank, which was read and ex-— 


plained fully; for ample time was allowed 
for an unhurried presentation of the mat- 
ter, woman answered very: 
telligent questions and covered the ground 
to his satisfaction; for after silent listen- 
ing, deep thought and careful considera- 
tion, Mr. Igoe said: 

“This is elemental; this is right! 

You should have this plank, for it is 

simple, direct and clear. I am with 

you and will do everything in my 

power to help you on the Resolutions 

Committee, even to taking the floor 

for you; but remember, ladies, 1 am 

only one man.” 

II. 

In the Democratic Ceateniion, as in 
the Republican, the only woman member 
of the Resolutions Committee was a dele- 


gate from Porto Rico—Mrs, Jean Whitte- 
more, also Democratic national commit- 
teewoman for Porto Rico. Like Dr. Mar- 
tha Robert de Romeu in the Republican 
Resolutions Committee, she is a believer 
in Equal Rights and a supporter of the 
National Woman’s Party’s Equal Rights 
plank. Mrs. Whittemore argued the cause 
of the Equal Rights plank in executive 
session of the committee. — 


“How in the world did you ever get this 
place?” asked representatives of other 


women’s organizations and managers of 


various candidates who looked enviously 
on the Woman’s Party table at the Demo- 
cratic Convention. Draped in purple, 


. white, and.gold, surmounted by a legend 


in gigantic letters, and laden with Equal 
Rights | literature, the table stood squarely 
in front of the elevators which discharged 
hordes of people daily upon the second 
floor of the Congress Hotel, where all the 
candidates’ headquarters were located. A 
charming and attractive group of Chicago 
girls and coeds from the University of 
Chicago assisted in distributing literature 
and general information, and added to the 
attractiveness of Convention Square. 


IV. 

On Saturday afternoon, June 25, a 
group of Chicago members and friends of 
the Woman’s Party gave a tea at the 
beautiful Arts Club in honor of visiting 


officers from Woman’s Party headquar- 
ters in chenmenius and from the State 


branches. Hostesses included Adeline At- 
water, Helena S. Biddle, Bernice Chal- 


lenger Bost, Bertha Moller Delin, Eunice — 


Tietjens Head, Edwin L. Lobdell, Dr. 
Petra M. Dahl, Alice Gerstenberg, Mary 
Caroline Taylor and Harriet Monroe. The 
work of the Woman’s Party in general, 
and with reference to the national politi- 


cal conventions, was explained in detail 


by a group of speakers, including Mrs. 


Lobdell, Mrs. Delin, Dr. Dahl, Muna Lee, 
and Mabel Raef Putnam. | 


Vv. 


The Woman’s Party table was a gath- 
ering place for Feminists, for women who 


were soon convinced of the necessity of 


becoming Feminists, and for the masses 
of men and women surging through can- 
didates’ headquarters who knew nothing 
about Feminism, but wanted to hear 
abeut-everything going on. Distinguished 


_ guests stopped there for a word of greet- 


ing and good wishes, too. H. L. Mencken 
was one of these; Al Smith another, paus- 
ing to say, “Well, I wish you luck!” And 
McAdoo, following soon after, declared, 
“IT am one of your supporters; I have 
always believed in Equal Rights.” Per- 
haps one of the most delightful incidents 
at the table was the dry comment of a 


- woman who picked up a copy of Houan 


Ricuts, pointed an emphatic finger at the 


plank printed on the first page, and said, 


“I fought you women once; but hard 
times have taught me what’s what. You 
were the only ones that saw the way, 


and i’! certainly follow along it with ~ 


now.” 


News from the F ield 


Plan Sweeping Equal Rights Campaign 
*‘FTER an inspiring address by Edith 
Houghton Hooker, president of the 
Maryland Branch of the National Wom- 
an’s Party, the Business and Professional 
Women’s Council of the Party formulated 
plans for a sweeping campaign which 
contemplates the making of a personal 
appeal for Equal Rights tu every politi- 
cian, great and small, throughout Mary- 
land. 


The meeting was a delightful al fresco 


supper affair, held at the home of Dr. and 


Mrs. Hooker in Roland Park, Baltimore. 
Ida Kloze, lawyer and president of the 
council, presided. 
Quoting from the lines in Shakespeare’s 
“Julius Cesar,” to the effect that “There 
is a tide in the affairs of men which, 
taken at the flood, leads on to fortune,” 
Mrs. Hooker declared that_the tide in 
favor of removing legal and political dis- 
-eriminations against women was now at 
its crest, not only in Maryland, not only 
in the United States, but all through the 
world, 


to unjust laws. 


So much had sentiment for making 
women the equals of men before the law 


and in other human relationships grown 


in recent years, Mrs. Hooker said, that 


_ there remained only one thing to do, and~ 


that was to make legislators aware of the 
fact that large aggregations of women, 
who represented as many votes, were de- 
manding to be released from subservience 
She asserted that, once 


it was made ciear to the politicians, that 
the women standing for Equal Rights 
could deliver or withhold votes, as the 
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case might be, the passage of Equal 
Rights amendments to State and national 
constitutions was a foregone conclusion. 


She urged the members present to make 


personal appeals to all their political rep- 
resentatives of both parties, from the Goy- 
ernor down to the ward and precinct 
executives. 

Helen Elizabeth Brown, basins and 
legislative chairman of the Maryland 
Branch of the Party, called attention to 
the fact that Henry F. Broening, presi- 
dent of the Baltimore Federation of La- 
bor, had announced that he would urge 
the passage of a law by the next General 
Assembiy» of Maryland making compul- 
sory an eight-hour working day for 
women. 


HE Owens-Illi- 
_& nois Glass Com- 
pany, this city, will 
put 2,000 addition- 
al employes to 
work, the new working 
schedule inaugurated in each of 14 plants 
.. With the addition of 2,000 workers, 
the number employed by Owens-Illinois 
- will be brought to a total of 8,000. This 
is the factory force maintained by Owens- 
Illinois normally, 
Workers who previously have been em- 


Ruled Out 


Trade News, 
Jume, 1932. 


.ployed by the company .and. men. with 


families will be given priority in filling 
the 2,000 jobs. The new schedule does not 
readily accommodate the employment of 


women and, so far as possible, the addi- — 
tional jobs will. be divided among men 


only. 

It is universally agreed by economic 
students that the’need of employment for 
-men is more acute than is the case of 
women, and this guidance is being fol- 
lowed in the present policy, said William 
i, Levis, president of the company. 


Railroad 


courts. 


Legislation 


Evening News, 


“What about a law making compulsory | 


an ¢ight-hour day for working men?” 
Miss Brown demanded. ‘(Why should the 


working men always want to impose 
these miscalled protective laws on women? | 


Have you ever heard of men protesting 


against the long hours of unpaid drudgery 


that women spqnd in their homes? When 
women need protection, you are not going 


to find them on the doorstep of the ve : 


eration of Labor.” 
Marie W.. Presstman, lawyer and vice- 


president of the Maryland Branch of the 


Party, urged jury service for women. 
“The times are so serious,” Miss 
Presstman said, “that we need the par- 
ticipation of women in the work of the 
And I think conditions at Ge 


Press Comment 


mere appeal to its married women em- 


ployes bringing in a second salary. A 


short time ago it ordered the dismissal of 
wives on its payroll whose husbands, ir- 


respective of the place of employment, 


were earning $150 a month or more, 


In an effort to retain their jobs a num- 
ber of the women filed divorce actions. 


These failed of their purpose when the 


railroad company pointed out that the 
order applied to wives whose husbands, 
on a specified date, were earning $150 a 
month or more. The date named. re 
that of the divorce actions. - gm. 


Backed by the Brotherhtod of Railroad | 


Clerks, the Southern Pacific and North- 
western Pacific program will be presented 
to married women employes before the 


_ end of this month, and possibly before 


the end of the current week, wy was said 


last 


Bar Protective. ‘HE National 


Woman’s Party 
Newark (N. J.) 


 resoluti ions committee. 


put on an intensive 
campaign. to defeat. 
the 48-hour week 


Equal Rights | 


present time are favorable to the chatige. | 

“However, if we are going to ask for 
jury service, I think we should ask that 
it be compulsory. Rather than have per- 
missive jury service, I think it would be 
better not to have it at all. With per- 
missive jury service, the sort of women 
whom we are most anxious to have serve 


may try to get out of it. We want women 


on juries because we want the best kind 
of jury service, and that is only possible 


if we get a genuine cross-section of — 


opinion.” 

Emilie A. Doetsch, lawyer and secre. 
tary of the Maryland Branch, called at- 
tention to inequalities in educational op- 
portunities for boys and girls existing in 
the public schools of Baltimore. 


Labor Women HEN the wom- 


Demand an who works 
Consideration for a living goes to 


a political eonven- 
tion, it’s not just 
for the ride, repre- 
sentatives of the 
National Women’s Trade Union League 
pointed out yesterday to the Democratic 
It’s because she. 
has a bread-and-butter interest in just 


New York Times, 
26, 1932. 


what the political carpenters do to the 


party platform. 

“Working women,” Miss Nestor 
of Chicago told the committee, “have a 
responsibility and, therefore, a stake in 
our Government, so that the national | 
conventions of the political parties hold 
for them a real significance with respect 
to principles and policies which sie the 


platform. 


With millions of women out of work, 
with their millions of dependents without 
the necessities of life, has brought home 


to us, the organized working women of 


the country, the fact that political con- 
ventions have a real significance for us.” 


= 


| 15, 1982. 

OUTHERN Paciric for women, desired 

@ Wives Dismissed AnD NorTHweEst- by the Consumers’ Women Grateful T last Tuesday 
San F PRN. Paciric pro- League, League of Women Voters, fed- To Curtis evening’s meet- 
jected appeals to erated clubs, other women’s associations, ing of the Repub- 
le Chronicle The (Baltimore) 
iT 13 1 939. their married wom- and organized labor. Manufacturers, as ee, lican women there 
es June i en employes, with well as the Feminists, disapproved it and, 4 was only a_ mild 


| working husbands, although it passed the Assembly accord- 1982. dispute about the 


to relinquish their jobs temporarily that 
men of families may not be forced into 
idleness, dovetails into a nation- wide rail- 
road program. 


ing to platform pledge, the Senate killed 
it. Members of the State Women’s Re- 


publican Club, although the club took no 


formal action, also were against it. 


party’s new  plat- 
were no loud cheers for 


| Curtis until Helen Elizabeth Brown told 
what the Vice-President did for woman 


This was disclosed yesterday when rail- 
road officials pointed out that the South- 
ern Pacific and Northwestern Pacific pro- 
i. gram is in line with appeals already made 
i if to railroad wives by the Northern Pacific, 
. Great Northern, Denver and Rio Grande, 


- suffrage. At that news a few of the women 
EORGIA has changed their minds and decided the 
this year, for 73-year-old candidate wasn’t so bad after 

the first time, a | | 
woman candidate 
for. a State office. 


Georgia Has 
Woman Candidate . 


New York Times, 
June 26, 1932. 


“DAY PRINTING COMPANY 


ie _ Spokane, Portland and Seattle, and Texas Mrs. Calvin W. PUBLICATIONS AND BOOKS 
Wy ‘ i and Pacific. Other railroads throughout Parker of Waycross is running to fill the 600 Kast Lombard Street 


ee the country are doing the same. 


unexpired four-year term of her late hus- Baltimere. Md. 
The Texas and Pacific went beyond a 


band on the Public Service Commission. 
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